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Analysis of essential issues of investigating hit-and-run
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Abstract

Hit-and-run (HAR) accidents will vary in nature and degree of seriousness, which
usually lead to tremendous losses of lives or properties. To assure early apprehension of
hit-and-run drivers is a challenge for the law enforcement agents. However, accordingtothe
“GuidelinesofTraffic Accident Investigation”, traffic law enforcement is the major
investigator for the crash scene measurements, photographing and interviewing victims or
witnesses. Criminal detectors are not required to visit the scene unless the accident scale is
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serious or fatal or by official request. The investigation of the HAR accidents should be
collaborated with traffic accident investigators, criminal detectors, andforensictechniques.
This study investigated HAR accidents that involved injury and fatal cases from 2011-2015
in Taipei City to identify the contribution of the HAR accidents. This study also surveyed
the HAR cases investigators and detectors to determine the key factors of the cases solved.
Recommendations for improving the essential issues of the investigation of the HAR
accidents were analysed. In addition, the theory and technique of criminal detection was
introduced to aid the HAR accidentinvestigation and increase the apprehension rates.

Keywords * Road traffic accident ~ Hit-and-run ~ Criminal investigation
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