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An Ethical Study on Police Issuing Traffic Tickets: Ethical and
Legal Dilemmas
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Abstract

When police officers are enforcing traffic regulations, they must both comply with
the laws and ethics. However, how to enforce the laws ethically and legally has always
been one of their significant issues. If law enforcement officials lack discretion over
certain cases, but want to uphold justice and ignore unreasonable and rigid laws, would
that be ethical? On the other hand, would it be unethical if police officers ticket and
punish a minor traffic violation? “Legal” does not necessarily conform with “ethical” and
does not necessarily mean “doing the right thing,” since a “perfect” law has its own
flaws. Under the rule of law, this study suggests we should take the ethical dilemma of
police work in traffic regulations seriously and trust in the officers’ professional
judgment, and so a proper expansion of police discretion in the future is desired.
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