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A study on victims’ perceptions of stalking and harassment,

their impacts, and experiences interacting with the police in
stalking and harassment cases
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Abstract

The Stalking and Harassment Prevention Act, effective since June 1, 2022, is a
recent legal reform in our country. This study analyzed 79 cases handled by a police
precinct in a northern city during the first year of the law's enactment. It also conducted
qualitative research through interviews with 6 victims. Findings revealed that most
victims were female, with male perpetrators, mainly involving adults. Patterns of
behavior included surveillance, tailing, and online harassment, both physically and
digitally. While domestic violence victims largely seek civil protection orders, general
stalking and harassment victims do so less frequently due to legal differences.
Perpetrators often ceased stalking and harassment after police issued written warnings,
but domestic violence cases showed higher rates of violation. Victim-police interactions
varied: positive experiences included patience and emotional support, but negatives
included lengthy processing times and a lack of understanding or empathy. Suggesting a
need for continuous education and enhanced judicial support. Limitations include
regional focus, case number, and interview sample size, which may affect the

generalizability to other areas.

Key words: stalking and harassment, police, written warning, female victim
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