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Abstract

From the book, 4 Collection of Pictures from Newspapers and Magazines of the
Late Qing Dynasty and the Early Years of the Republic of China as well as the content of
historical materials in its sequel, the paper analyzes the form and characteristics of
domestic violence in the late Qing Dynasty and the early years of the Republic of China,
and how the police of those days handled these cases. The paper finds that the
characteristics of domestic violence of those old days were similar to those of today. Just
like today’s, the old days’ violence also mostly involved people of intimate relationships
and appeared in multiple forms, such as physical, psychological, economic, and sexual
violence. As to the police’s role in those days, they did not completely stick to the rule
that “the law never entered people’s house”, but acted like today’s police that they
accepted people’s reporting of family violence, arrived at the site to handle the cases and
arrest the offenders. But the police of those days preferred handling the cases afterward.
From today’s perspective, according to the provisions of the Domestic Violence
Prevention Act, in addition to the public power’s intervention in handling domestic
violence cases, there are various mechanisms added, including civil protection orders,
protection placement, counseling and giving guidance etc., to assist in protecting the
victims. The police’s handling ways include legal intervention, onsite prevention of
danger, protection of victim’s safety, notification, risk assessment, criminal investigation,
and prevention of perpetrator’s recidivism. The police also emphasize cooperation with
people of different professional areas. Finally, the paper concludes that even nowadays,
traditional concepts of family and patriarchy still affect the victims’ willingness to seek
help; the role of the police has changed, with more protective and preventive functions
added; and the police need to cooperate with other professionals when handling domestic

violence.

Key words: Domestic Violence, 4 Collection of Pictures from Newspapers and
Magazines of the Late Qing Dynasty and the Early Years of the Republic of

China, Police, Gender
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