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Could a same-sex marriage spouse adopt her/his spouse’s

children — the analysis of Taiwan first ruling approve the step-
parent adoption of same-sex spouse
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Abstract

After the enforcement of {Act for Implementation of JY Interpretation No 748) ,
two personsof the same sex could apply for the registration of the marriage. But
according to the article 20, the same-sex spouse could only adopt each other’s biological
children. That’s why lots of same-sex marriage couple couldn’t raise children together.

However, Taiwan Kaohsiung Juvenile and Family Court made a first ruling of Taiwan

approving the adoption of same-sex spouse to adopt her/his spouse’s adopted child in
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December of 2021. Every news media reported this in large spaces. Many same-sex
families are encouraged by the ruling. The courage of the ruling to make a whole new
opinion may worthy of recognition, but there still some issues like is it appropriate to

apply article 20 in that way, could be discussed and analyzed.

Key words: {Act for Implementation of J.Y. Interpretation No. 748) , Step-parent
adoption, Methods of legal interpretation
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