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Abstract

The life course is a dynamic process, including the childhood memory, childhood
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growth, family background, school adaptation, peer groups, interpersonal contact, marriage,
employment career and so on. Life course theory integrates social-level variables in order to
understand the symptoms, the continuance of crime and the desistance from offense, and it is
suitable for research life course of the female members of criminal gangs. The theory not only
research why people crime in their life span, but attempt to understand how criminals change
their criminal pathways.

This dissertation researched the female gang member’s individual special characteristic,
life experience, the motivation and process to participate in gangs, as well as their life critical
events in the “trajectories” and “transitions”. The objective of the study was the exploration of
female gang member’s life course. By means of the research findings, it summarized their life
course chart and developed specific strategies to prevent women from joining gangs, and took
use of using the professional skills to draw up the life-story lines and the life-course
developing charts of the study cases.

In addition, this research also found the important factors helping female gang members
move away from gang activity and crime, including not only marriage, career, making friends
and other informal social control factors, but the performance of good deeds and the
determination of the good will. Although the female gang members have deviant behaviors
previously, they may develop new self-consciousness in the future, choose the right paths and
have the opportunities to be far away from gangs and crime.

Finally, regarding the future direction of the ongoing research, this dissertation provides
(1) A comparative study of male and female members in criminal gangs (2) Crime cost studies
of female gang members (3) Research on the effectiveness of Criminal Justice education (4)
Engagement in participant observation as further reference, hoping to be beneficial for

developing studies.

Keywords: crime, gang, life course, life event, critical event, turning points in crime.
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